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The male thynnine wasp's extreme sexual enthusiasm is crucial to reproduction of hammer orchids in the
wild. Hammer orchids have co-evolved to produce odors identical to those manufactured by female thynnine
wasps. The male wasp's superb sensitivity to the scent of his female mate is the basis for the hammer orchid's
deceit--in effect, orchids exploit the male insect's highly adaptive sense of smell for their own propagation.
While pollinating orchids is a waste of time, and thus a maladaptive activity for a wasp, his mistake comes
about because he must react quickly whenever he senses a possible mate nearby. Alcock suggests that, "for
insects, he who hesitates is lost, although perhaps it would be better to say that he who hesitates often loses a
chance to pass on his genes."

This book abounds with clever explanations for how these exceptionally complex flowers came to be shaped
as they are. The reader can explore many aspects of orchid biology and history ranging from how some
species avoid inbreeding, to the origins of orchids from an ancestor that belonged to the asparagus family.
Examining each component of an orchid's flower, Alcock explains how the various parts work together to
produce the plant's minute offspring. Each element of an orchid, as quirky as it may seem, is biologically
significant, bearing the imprint of natural selection. Readers can share in the delight that Darwin and all other
orchid enthusiasts have felt in making sense of even the smallest of details of these most wonderful plants.
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From reader reviews:

Joseph Wilson:

The book An Enthusiasm for Orchids: Sex and Deception in Plant Evolution give you a sense of feeling
enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable far more increase. Book can to get your
best friend when you getting tension or having big problem with your subject. If you can make studying a
book An Enthusiasm for Orchids: Sex and Deception in Plant Evolution to become your habit, you can get a
lot more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects.
You can know everything if you like open and read a book An Enthusiasm for Orchids: Sex and Deception
in Plant Evolution. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or other people.
So , how do you think about this e-book?

Crystal Dewitt:

Now a day people who Living in the era just where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not require people to be aware of each details they get. How individuals to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Studying a book
can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information mainly this An Enthusiasm for Orchids: Sex and
Deception in Plant Evolution book as this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the details in
this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Karin Eubanks:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information easier
to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. You
will observe that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The book that recommended to your
account is An Enthusiasm for Orchids: Sex and Deception in Plant Evolution this book consist a lot of the
information of the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented just how can the world
has grown up. The language styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made
some research when he makes this book. This is why this book acceptable all of you.

Ronald Malone:

Guide is one of source of knowledge. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but also native
or citizen will need book to know the update information of year for you to year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the
world. With the book An Enthusiasm for Orchids: Sex and Deception in Plant Evolution we can have more
advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? Being creative person must want to read a book. Just
choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life with that book An
Enthusiasm for Orchids: Sex and Deception in Plant Evolution. You can more inviting than now.
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