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“This important study is not a disinterested reflection on how the most prominent memoirs are
expressions of raced, classed and gendered subjects rather than ‘the truth’ of Vietnam. Wood does not
suggest that these narratives have nothing to tell us about war. That story is darker than the most
bleak memoirs.” — History Today

In the decades since the Vietnam War, veteran memoirs have influenced Americans’ understanding of the
conflict. Yet few historians or literary scholars have scrutinized how the genre has shaped the nation’s
collective memory of the war and its aftermath. Instead, veterans’ accounts are mined for colorful quotes and
then dropped from public discourse; are accepted as factual sources with little attention to how memory, no
matter how authentic, can diverge from events; or are not contextualized in terms of the race, gender, or class
of the narrators.

Veteran Narratives and the Collective Memory of the Vietnam War is a landmark study of the cultural
heritage of the war in Vietnam as presented through the experience of its American participants. Crossing
disciplinary borders in ways rarely attempted by historians, John A. Wood unearths truths embedded in the
memoirists’ treatments of combat, the Vietnamese people, race relations in the United States military, male-
female relationships in the war zone, and veterans’ postwar troubles. He also examines the publishing
industry’s influence on collective memory, discussing, for example, the tendency of publishers and reviewers
to privilege memoirs critical of the war. Veteran Narratives is a significant and original addition to the
literature on Vietnam veterans and the conflict as a whole.
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From reader reviews:

Neil Calvert:

What do you consider book? It is just for students as they are still students or it for all people in the world,
exactly what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
distinct personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't
need do that. You must know how great along with important the book Veteran Narratives and the Collective
Memory of the Vietnam War (War and Society in North America). All type of book are you able to see on
many options. You can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Melissa Gusman:

The book Veteran Narratives and the Collective Memory of the Vietnam War (War and Society in North
America) will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to
explain the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to learn, this book very suited to you. The book
Veteran Narratives and the Collective Memory of the Vietnam War (War and Society in North America) is
much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can quickly
to read the book.

Corey Johnson:

You can obtain this Veteran Narratives and the Collective Memory of the Vietnam War (War and Society in
North America) by visit the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve challenge
if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by written or printed but
additionally can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking
because of your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to
get more information about your guide. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your
knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.

Richard McCormick:

Some individuals said that they feel fed up when they reading a publication. They are directly felt this when
they get a half parts of the book. You can choose the particular book Veteran Narratives and the Collective
Memory of the Vietnam War (War and Society in North America) to make your own personal reading is
interesting. Your personal skill of reading skill is developing when you including reading. Try to choose very
simple book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the opinion about book and studying especially. It is to
be very first opinion for you to like to wide open a book and read it. Beside that the reserve Veteran
Narratives and the Collective Memory of the Vietnam War (War and Society in North America) can to be a
newly purchased friend when you're really feel alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of this
time.
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