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How Cunningham transformed postwar culture through collaboration
Renowned as both choreographer and dancer, Merce Cunningham (1919–2009) also revolutionized dance
through his partnerships with the many artists who created costumes, lighting, films and videos, and décor
and sound for his choreographic works. Cunningham, together with partner John Cage, invited those artists
to help him rethink what dance could mean, both on the stage and in site-responsive contexts. His notion that
movement, sound and visual art could share a “common time” remains one of the most radical aesthetic
models of the 20th century and yielded extraordinary works by dozens of artists and composers, including
Charles Atlas, John Cage, Morris Graves, Jasper Johns, Rei Kawakubo, Robert Morris, Gordon Mumma,
Bruce Nauman, Ernesto Neto, Pauline Oliveros, Nam June Paik, Robert Rauschenberg, Frank Stella, David
Tudor, Stan VanDerBeek, Andy Warhol and La Monte Young, among many others. These collaborations
bring to the fore Cunningham’s direct impact upon postwar artistic practice.
This 456-page volume, published in conjunction with the Walker Art Center and MCA Chicago’s exhibition,
reconsiders the choreographer and his collaborators as an extraordinarily generative interdisciplinary
network that preceded and predicted dramatic shifts in performance, including the development of site-
specific dance, the use of technology as a choreographic tool and the radical separation of sound and
movement in dance. It features ten new essays by curators and historians, as well as interviews with
contemporary choreographers?Beth Gill, Maria Hassabi, Rashaun Mitchell and Silas Riener?who address
Cunningham’s continued influence. These are supplemented by rarely published archival photographs,
reprints of texts by Cunningham, Cage and other key dancers, artists and scholars, several appendices and an
extensive illustrated chronology placing Cunningham’s activities and those of his collaborators in the context
of the 20th century, particularly the expanded arts scene of the 1960s and 1970s. This book is an essential
volume for anyone interested in contemporary art, music and dance.
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From reader reviews:

Earl Austin:

The book Merce Cunningham: Common Time give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You
should use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can being your best friend when you
getting stress or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make looking at a book Merce
Cunningham: Common Time to be your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your own personal
capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You may know everything if you like
open and read a reserve Merce Cunningham: Common Time. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that,
science e-book or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this publication?

Stephanie Knowles:

Now a day folks who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by interact with the internet and
the resources included can be true or not need people to be aware of each details they get. How individuals to
be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Studying a
book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Merce Cunningham:
Common Time book since this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this
book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Michelle Labat:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this Merce Cunningham: Common Time
book written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book which might be understand by
anyone who else read the book. Written within good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and
creating skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still hesitation Merce Cunningham: Common
Time as good book not simply by the cover but also with the content. This is one book that can break don't
evaluate book by its include, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come
on your looking at sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Timothy Pace:

This Merce Cunningham: Common Time is new way for you who has attention to look for some information
since it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more you know or
else you who still having small amount of digest in reading this Merce Cunningham: Common Time can be
the light food for you personally because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get by anyone.
These books create itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book web form.
People who think that in e-book form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there is
no in reading a reserve especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for an
individual. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book type for your better life along with knowledge.
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