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When houses are flattened, towns submerged, and people stranded without electricity or even food, we
attribute the suffering to “natural disasters” or “acts of God.” But what if they’re neither? What if we, as a
society, are bringing these catastrophes on ourselves?
 
That’s the provocative theory of Catastrophe in the Making, the first book to recognize Hurricane Katrina not
as a “perfect storm,” but a tragedy of our own making—and one that could become commonplace.  
 
The authors, one a longtime New Orleans resident, argue that breached levees and sloppy emergency
response are just the most obvious examples of government failure. The true problem is more deeply rooted
and insidious, and stretches far beyond the Gulf Coast.
 
Based on the false promise of widespread prosperity, communities across the U.S. have embraced all brands
of “economic development” at all costs. In Louisiana, that meant development interests turning wetlands into
shipping lanes. By replacing a natural buffer against storm surges with a 75-mile long, obsolete canal that
cost hundreds of millions of dollars, they guided the hurricane into the heart of New Orleans and adjacent
communities. The authors reveal why, despite their geographic differences, California and Missouri are
building—quite literally—toward similar destruction.
 
Too often, the U.S. “growth machine” generates wealth for a few and misery for many. Drawing lessons
from the most expensive “natural” disaster in American history, Catastrophe in the Making shows why
thoughtless development comes at a price we can ill afford.
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From reader reviews:

Antonia Wagner:

As people who live in often the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era that is certainly always change and advance. Some of
you maybe will certainly update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice in your case but the
problems coming to anyone is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Catastrophe in the
Making: The Engineering of Katrina and the Disasters of Tomorrow is our recommendation to help you keep
up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and need in this era.

David Smith:

Now a day those who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by interact with the internet and
the resources inside can be true or not require people to be aware of each data they get. How a lot more to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Examining a book
can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Catastrophe in the Making: The
Engineering of Katrina and the Disasters of Tomorrow book because book offers you rich data and
knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Loyd Tyler:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information these days can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a concern. What people must be
consider whenever those information which is inside former life are difficult to be find than now could be
taking seriously which one works to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you have
the unstable resource then you buy it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen in you if you take Catastrophe in the Making: The Engineering of Katrina
and the Disasters of Tomorrow as the daily resource information.

Rhonda Kirby:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to pick book
like comic, brief story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not attempting Catastrophe in the
Making: The Engineering of Katrina and the Disasters of Tomorrow that give your fun preference will be
satisfied through reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the opportinity for
people to know world a great deal better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be
mentioned constantly that reading habit only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to become
success person. So , for all of you who want to start examining as your good habit, you are able to pick
Catastrophe in the Making: The Engineering of Katrina and the Disasters of Tomorrow become your current
starter.
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