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Cannon Mills was once the country’s largest manufacturer of household textiles, and in many ways it
exemplified the textile industry and paternalism in the postbellum South. At the same time, however, its
particular brand of paternalism was much stronger and more enduring than elsewhere, and it remained in
place long after most of the industry had transitioned to modern, bureaucratic management.
     In Cannon Mills and Kannapolis, Tim Vanderburg critically examines the rise of the Cannon Mills textile
company and the North Carolina community that grew up around it. Beginning with the founding of the
company and the establishment of its mill town by James W. Cannon, the author draws on a wealth of
primary sources to show how, under Cannon’s paternalism, workers developed a collective identity and for
generations accepted the limits this paternalism placed on their freedom. After exploring the growth and
maturation of Cannon Mills against the backdrop of World War I and its aftermath, Vanderburg examines
the impact of the Great Depression and World War II and then analyzes the postwar market forces that, along
with federal policies and unionization, set in motion the industry’s shift from a paternalistic model to
bureaucratic authority. The final section of the book traces the decline of paternalism and the eventual
decline of Cannon Mills when the death of the founder’s son, Charles Cannon, led to three successive sales
of the company. Pillowtex, its final owner, filed for bankruptcy and was liquidated in 2003.
    Vanderburg uses Cannon Mills’s intriguing history to help answer some of the larger questions involving
industry and paternalism in the postbellum South. Complete with maps and historic photographs, this
authoritative, highly readable account of one company and the town it created adds a captivating layer of
complexity to our understanding of southern capitalism.
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From reader reviews:

Dan Villanueva:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
need something to explain what you problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man or woman?
If you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And
you have free time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They should answer that
question due to the fact just their can do which. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each
person. Yes, it is proper. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this Cannon Mills and
Kannapolis: Persistent Paternalism in a Textile Town to read.

Rebecca Stark:

This book untitled Cannon Mills and Kannapolis: Persistent Paternalism in a Textile Town to be one of
several books this best seller in this year, that's because when you read this publication you can get a lot of
benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book store or you can order it through
online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, because you
can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason to you to past this reserve from your list.

Daryl Church:

Typically the book Cannon Mills and Kannapolis: Persistent Paternalism in a Textile Town will bring you to
definitely the new experience of reading a book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. In case
you try to find new book you just read, this book very ideal to you. The book Cannon Mills and Kannapolis:
Persistent Paternalism in a Textile Town is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book
from the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Jose Williams:

That book can make you to feel relax. That book Cannon Mills and Kannapolis: Persistent Paternalism in a
Textile Town was colourful and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Cannon Mills and
Kannapolis: Persistent Paternalism in a Textile Town has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until young
adults. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and believe you are the character on there. So
, not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to
choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading which.
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