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The relationship between philosophy and theatre is a central theme in the writings of Plato and Aristotle and
of dramatists from Aristophanes to Stoppard. Where Plato argued that playwrights and actors should be
banished from the ideal city for their suspect imitations of reality, Aristotle argued that theatre, particularly
tragedy, was vital for stimulating our emotions and helping us to understanding ourselves.

Despite this rich history the study of philosophy and theatre has been largely overlooked in contemporary
philosophy. This is the first book to introduce philosophy and theatre. It covers key topics and debates,
presenting the contributions of major figures in the history of philosophy, including:

what is theatre? How does theatre compare with other arts?●

theatre as imitation, including Plato on mimesis●

truth and illusion in the theatre, including Nietzsche on tragedy●

theatre as history●

theatre and morality, including Rousseau’s criticisms of theatre●

audience and emotion, including Aristotle on catharsis●

theatre and politics, including Brecht’s Epic Theatre.●

Including annotated further reading and summaries at the end of each chapter, Philosophy and Theatre is an
ideal starting point for those studying philosophy, theatre studies and related subjects in the arts and
humanities.
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From reader reviews:

Shirley Demers:

The book Philosophy and Theatre: An Introduction gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time.
You may use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you
getting anxiety or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make reading a book Philosophy
and Theatre: An Introduction for being your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your
capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like
wide open and read a guide Philosophy and Theatre: An Introduction. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means
that, science reserve or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this book?

Staci Eager:

The knowledge that you get from Philosophy and Theatre: An Introduction is the more deep you looking the
information that hide in the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book
is hard to understand but Philosophy and Theatre: An Introduction giving you buzz feeling of reading. The
copy writer conveys their point in specific way that can be understood by anyone who read the item because
the author of this book is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your personal vocabulary
increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We advise you for having this Philosophy and Theatre: An Introduction instantly.

Elvis Quinlan:

The guide with title Philosophy and Theatre: An Introduction posesses a lot of information that you can
study it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. That book exist new understanding the information
that exist in this book represented the condition of the world currently. That is important to yo7u to know
how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you inside new era of the glowbal growth. You can
read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

James Harris:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you will have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try issue that really opposite from
that. One particular activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you are ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Philosophy and Theatre: An Introduction,
you can enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hang type is it?
Oh seriously its mind hangout men. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its called reading friends.
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