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This is a sustained inquiry into the thought of the influential scholar and critic Irving Babbitt (1865-1933),
intellectual leader of the movement known as the New Humanism. Milton Hindus considers the subjects that
most interested Babbitt: ethics, literature, education, and social and political conservatism in the United
States. In their most general sense, his concerns were man and his nature as the root of all social order. For
Babbitt, efforts to improve social conditions must begin and end with the individual human being.

In rejecting notions that society is primarily responsible for moral deficiencies in the individual, or that the
individual is bom good only to be corrupted by society, Babbitt places responsibility squarely with the
individual. As Hindus shows, Babbitt sees human beings as a mixture of good and evil impulses, shaped by
what he called "the inner check." Virtue is thus a result of self-discipline, reinforced and confirmed by habit.

Babbitt's thinking, emphasizing as it does proven values and accepted wisdom, calls upon us to advance
ourselves by rediscovery of the lessons of the past. Hindus demonstrates that Babbitt has much to offer us as
we consider contemporary social and political issues. In contrast to those who emphasize avant-garde
postures and fashionable ideologies, as well as those conservative followers of outdated theories and dead-
end formulas, Babbitt's reinvigorating spirit inspires new insights.

Although there have been a number of studies of Irving Babbitt and the New Humanism, Hindus is singular
in his combination of detailed consideration of a number of Babbitt's books with his own essays on
contemporary issues, approached in what Hindus calls a Babbitian spirit. Like Babbitt's own writings, this
book is addressed to the general reader. It will be of particular importance to teachers of comparative
literature and those interested in the connections between literature and social thought and philosophy.
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From reader reviews:

Luis Acosta:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also be a life style. This reading habit give you lot of
advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the book in which
improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of e-book you read, if
you want get more knowledge just go with education books but if you want experience happy read one with
theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The actual Irving Babbitt, Literature, and the Democratic Culture
(Industrial Development and the Social Fabric) is kind of reserve which is giving the reader unpredictable
experience.

Ismael Soliz:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a publication you will get new information due to the fact book is one of several
ways to share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, looking at a book will make a person more
imaginative. When you looking at a book especially fictional works book the author will bring someone to
imagine the story how the people do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to some others.
When you read this Irving Babbitt, Literature, and the Democratic Culture (Industrial Development and the
Social Fabric), you are able to tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours guide. Your
knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a reserve.

Lenora Dryer:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the spare time or they will get
wide range of stress from both daily life and work. So , if we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely
without a doubt. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity have
you got when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you ever
try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the particular book you
have read is actually Irving Babbitt, Literature, and the Democratic Culture (Industrial Development and the
Social Fabric).

Vicki Escalante:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, small story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not attempting Irving Babbitt, Literature, and
the Democratic Culture (Industrial Development and the Social Fabric) that give your fun preference will be
satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the means for people
to know world a great deal better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be claimed
constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to end up being success



person. So , for all of you who want to start reading as your good habit, you may pick Irving Babbitt,
Literature, and the Democratic Culture (Industrial Development and the Social Fabric) become your own
starter.
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