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The period between the late sixteenth and the early eighteenth centuries was one of tremendous, and
ultimately decisive, shifts in the balance of political, military and economic power in both Europe and the
wider world. Spain's overwhelming dominance in the 1580s seemed unassailable, yet by the Peace of Utrecht
in 1713 its greatness had been eclipsed, leaving supremacy to Britain, France and, in the commercial sphere,
the Dutch. In these essays (five of which are previously unpublished) Jonathan Israel argues that Spain's
efforts to maintain her hegemony continued to be centred on the Low Countries. One should not readily
assume that Spain's order of priorities was misconceived: at times she appeared to be close to succeeding.
Both France and Britain were deeply riven by religious, political and social divisions during a large part of
the seventeenth century. While it is true that after Spain's final defeat, at the Peace of the Pyrenees (1659),
French preponderance within, and British supremacy outside, Europe seemed increasingly probable, the
overthrow of James II in 1688 might well have been the prelude to political chaos and civil war in Britain.
While long-term economic and social trends played a large part in shaping the outcome of events, it is also
true that the impact of personalities and short-term contingencies could often be decisive.
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From reader reviews:

Marcus Galvan:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the publication entitled Conflicts of Empires: Spain, the Low Countries and the Struggle for
World Supremacy, 1585-1713. Try to face the book Conflicts of Empires: Spain, the Low Countries and the
Struggle for World Supremacy, 1585-1713 as your close friend. It means that it can for being your friend
when you sense alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very
fortuned for you. The book makes you much more confidence because you can know everything by the
book. So , we need to make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Maria Tate:

This Conflicts of Empires: Spain, the Low Countries and the Struggle for World Supremacy, 1585-1713
usually are reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person, why. The explanation of this
Conflicts of Empires: Spain, the Low Countries and the Struggle for World Supremacy, 1585-1713 can be
one of the great books you must have is giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed you
with information that possibly will shock your prior knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring
it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed versions. Beside that this
Conflicts of Empires: Spain, the Low Countries and the Struggle for World Supremacy, 1585-1713 giving
you an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we
realize it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Sandra Byrom:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind proficiency
or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book when compared
with can satisfy your short period of time to read it because all this time you only find reserve that need more
time to be examine. Conflicts of Empires: Spain, the Low Countries and the Struggle for World Supremacy,
1585-1713 can be your answer since it can be read by you actually who have those short extra time
problems.

Marvin Davidson:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our understanding for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything you want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year
ended up being exactly added. This guide Conflicts of Empires: Spain, the Low Countries and the Struggle
for World Supremacy, 1585-1713 was filled regarding science. Spend your spare time to add your
knowledge about your research competence. Some people has different feel when they reading some sort of
book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern



era like right now, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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