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These fourteen essays by leading Austrian historians and political scientists serve as a basic introduction to a
small but sometimes trend-setting European country. They provide a basic up-to-date outline of Austria's
political history, shedding light on economic and social trends as well. No European country has experienced
more dramatic turning points in its twentieth-century history than Austria. This volume divides the century
into three periods.  

The five essays of Section I deal with the years 1900-1938. Under the relative tranquility of the late
Habsburg monarchy seethed a witch's brew of social and political trends, signaling the advent of modernity
and leading to the outbreak of World War I and eventually to the collapse of the Habsburg Empire. The First
Austrian Republic was one of the succession states that tried to build a nation against the backdrop of
political and economic crisis and simmering civil war between the various political camps. Democracy
collapsed in 1933 and an authoritarian regime attempted to prevail against pressures from Nazi Germany and
Nazis at home.  

The two essays in Section II cover World War II (1938-1945). In 1938, Hitler's "Third Reich" annexed
Austria and the population was pulled into the cauldron of World War II, fighting and collaborating with the
Nazis, and also resisting and fleeing them.  

The seven essays of Section III concentrate on the Second Republic (1945 to the present). After ten years of
four-power Allied occupation, Austria regained her sovereignty with the Austrian State Treaty of 1955. The
price paid was neutrality. Unlike the turmoil of the prewar years, Austria became a "normal" nation with a
functioning democracy, one building toward economic prosperity. After the collapse of the "iron curtain" in
1989, Austria turned westward, joining the European Union in 1995. Most recently, with the advent of
populist politics, Austria's political system has experienced a sea of change departing from its political
economy of a huge state-owned sector and social partnership as well as Proporz.

This informed and insightful volume will serve as a textbook in courses on Austrian, German and European
history, as well as in comparative European politics.  
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From reader reviews:

Lorraine Prinz:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the concept Austria in the
Twentieth Century (Studies in Austrian and Central European History and Culture) suitable to you? The
actual book was written by well known writer in this era. Often the book untitled Austria in the Twentieth
Century (Studies in Austrian and Central European History and Culture)is the main of several books this
everyone read now. That book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this reserve you will
enter the new shape that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their thought in the simple way,
consequently all of people can easily to recognise the core of this book. This book will give you a great deal
of information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world with this book.

Gabrielle Oneal:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make anyone to
understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information much easier to share.
You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon. You will see
that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. Typically the book that recommended to you
personally is Austria in the Twentieth Century (Studies in Austrian and Central European History and
Culture) this book consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. This kind of book was
represented just how can the world has grown up. The language styles that writer use to explain it is easy to
understand. The particular writer made some analysis when he makes this book. This is why this book ideal
all of you.

Billie Brown:

With this era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more valuable than
other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you need to do is
just spending your time almost no but quite enough to experience a look at some books. Among the books in
the top record in your reading list will be Austria in the Twentieth Century (Studies in Austrian and Central
European History and Culture). This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer
in getting precious person. By looking upward and review this e-book you can get many advantages.

Edith Manning:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got learners? We believe that that query was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. Therefore you know
that little person like reading or as studying become their hobby. You have to know that reading is very
important and also book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except your
teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update about something by book. Many kinds of books that can
you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is actually Austria in the Twentieth Century (Studies in



Austrian and Central European History and Culture).
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