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In this volume, Heather McPherson examines the connections among portraiture, theater, the visual arts, and
fame to shed light on the emergence of modern celebrity culture in eighteenth-century England.

Popular actors in Georgian London, such as David Garrick, Sarah Siddons, and John Philip Kemble, gave
larger-than-life performances at Drury Lane and Covent Garden; their offstage personalities garnered as
much attention through portraits painted by leading artists, sensational stories in the press, and often-vicious
caricatures. Likewise, artists such as Joshua Reynolds and Thomas Lawrence figured prominently outside
their studios—in polite society and the emerging public sphere. McPherson considers this increasing interest
in theatrical and artistic celebrities and explores the ways in which aesthetics, cultural politics, and
consumption combined during this period to form a media-driven celebrity culture that is surprisingly similar
to celebrity obsessions in the world today.

This richly researched study draws on a wide variety of period sources, from newspaper reviews and satirical
pamphlets to caricatures and paintings by Reynolds and Lawrence as well as Thomas Gainsborough, George
Romney, and Angelica Kauffman. These transport the reader to eighteenth-century London and the dynamic
venues where art and celebrity converged with culture and commerce. Interweaving art history, history of
performance, and cultural studies, Art and Celebrity in the Age of Reynolds and Siddons offers important
insights into the intersecting worlds of artist and actor, studio and stage, high art and popular visual culture.
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From reader reviews:

Karen Keegan:

The book Art and Celebrity in the Age of Reynolds and Siddons give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your
spare time. You should use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can being your best friend when
you getting pressure or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make looking at a book Art
and Celebrity in the Age of Reynolds and Siddons to be your habit, you can get more advantages, like add
your personal capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You may know everything if
you like open up and read a publication Art and Celebrity in the Age of Reynolds and Siddons. Kinds of
book are a lot of. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think
about this publication?

Gary Flint:

The book Art and Celebrity in the Age of Reynolds and Siddons can give more knowledge and also the
precise product information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the great thing like a
book Art and Celebrity in the Age of Reynolds and Siddons? Some of you have a different opinion about
book. But one aim that book can give many info for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer using
your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you are able to share
all of these. Book Art and Celebrity in the Age of Reynolds and Siddons has simple shape but the truth is
know: it has great and large function for you. You can seem the enormous world by open up and read a
publication. So it is very wonderful.

Michael Stricklin:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be update about what going on or facts even knowledge
to make these keep up with the era and that is always change and advance. Some of you maybe will update
themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming to you is
you don't know which one you should start with. This Art and Celebrity in the Age of Reynolds and Siddons
is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and
need in this era.

Hilary Winters:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book mainly book entitled
Art and Celebrity in the Age of Reynolds and Siddons your mind will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in most aspect that maybe not known for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging every
word written in a book then become one type conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get just
before. The Art and Celebrity in the Age of Reynolds and Siddons giving you another experience more than
blown away your head but also giving you useful info for your better life on this era. So now let us teach you
the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished studying it,



like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?
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