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Lavishly illustrated, The Way It Wasn't offers an intimate firsthand encounter with 20th-century
Modernism, from the extraordinary man who defined it for America.

James Laughlin?poet, ladies' man, heir to a steel fortune, and the founder of New Directions?was still at
work on his autobiography when he died at 83. He left behind personal files crammed with memories and
memorabilia: in "M" he is taking Marianne Moore to Yankee games (outings captured here in charming
snapshots) to discuss "arcane mammals," and in "N" nearly plunging off a mountain, hunting butterflies with
Nabokov ("Volya was a doll in a very severe upper-crust Russian way").

With an accent on humor, The Way It Wasn't is a scrapbook loaded with ephemera?letters and memories,
clippings and photographs. This richly illustrated album glitters like a magpie's nest, if a magpie could have
known Tennessee Williams, W.C. Williams, Merton, Miller, Stein, and Pound. In "C": "I wish that nice Jean
Cocteau were still around. He took me to lunch at the Grand Véfours in the Palais-Royal and explained all
about flying saucers. He understood mechanical things. He would advise me." In "P": "There was not much
'gracious living' in Pittsburgh, where at one house, the butler passed chewing gum on a silver salver after
coffee." And: "The world is full of a large number of irritating people." In "H" there's Lillian Hellman:
"What a raspy character. When I knocked at her door to try to borrow one of her books (hoping to butter her
up) she only opened her door four inches and said words to the effect: 'Fuck off, you rapist.'" Marketing in
"M": "I think it's important to get the 'troubadours' into the title. That's a 'buy-me' word." In "G": "Olga asked
Allen Ginsberg if he was also buying Pound Conference T-shirts for his grandchildren. She was most lovable
throughout." In "L": "Wyndham Lewis wrote 'Why don't you stop New Directions, your books are crap.'"
And we find love in "L": "Cicero noted that an old love pinches like a crab." But in The Way It Wasn't James
Laughlin's love of the crazy world and his crazier authors does not pinch a bit: it glows with wit and enlarges
our feeling for the late great twentieth century.
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From reader reviews:

Michelle Johnson:

Now a day those who Living in the era where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each information they get. How many
people to be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Looking
at a book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information mainly this The Way It Wasn't: From the
Files of James Laughlin book as this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the
information in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Kelly Cruz:

Reading a book to get new life style in this season; every people loves to examine a book. When you go
through a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book
that you have read. If you wish to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these us novel, comics, and soon. The The
Way It Wasn't: From the Files of James Laughlin will give you a new experience in reading through a book.

Latashia Bartlett:

You may spend your free time you just read this book this publication. This The Way It Wasn't: From the
Files of James Laughlin is simple to develop you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train in
addition to soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the printed book, you can buy often the e-book.
It is make you better to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Justin Tapscott:

Is it an individual who having spare time then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Way It Wasn't: From the Files of James
Laughlin can be the reply, oh how comes? A book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your
spare time by reading in this completely new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these books have
than the others?
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