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Manga is the backbone of Japanese popular culture, influencing everything from television, movies, and
video games to novels, art, and theater. Shojo manga (girls’ comics) has been seminal to the genre as a whole
and especially formative for Japanese girls’ culture throughout the postwar era. In Straight from the Heart,
Jennifer Prough examines the shojo manga industry as a site of cultural storytelling, illuminating the ways
that issues of mass media, gender, production, and consumption are involved in the process of creating shojo
manga.

With their glittery pastel covers and focus on human relationships and romance, shojo manga are thoroughly
marked by gender?as indeed are almost all manga titles, magazines, and publishing divisions. Drawing on
two years of fieldwork on the production of shojo manga, Prough analyzes shojo manga texts and their
magazine contexts to explain their distinctive appeal, probe the gendered dynamics inherent in their creation,
and demonstrate the feedback system that links producers and consumers in a continuous cycle of "affective
labor." Each chapter focuses on one facet of shojo manga production (stories, format, personnel, industry
dynamics), providing engaging insights into this popular medium. Tacking between story development,
interactive magazine features, and relationships between male editors and female artists, Prough examines
the concrete ways in which shojo manga reflect, refract, and fabricate constructions of gender, consumption,
and intimacy. Straight from the Heart thus weaves together issues of production and consumption, human
relations, and gender to explain the unique world of shojo manga and to interpret its dramatic cultural and
economic success on a national?and increasingly global?scale.
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From reader reviews:

Shannon Harvey:

Throughout other case, little people like to read book Straight from the Heart: Gender, Intimacy, and the
Cultural Production of Shojo Manga. You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Providing
we know about how is important the book Straight from the Heart: Gender, Intimacy, and the Cultural
Production of Shojo Manga. You can add information and of course you can around the world by just a
book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can understand everything! From your country right
up until foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you are able to know
that. In this era, you can open a book or maybe searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You should
use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's learn.

Adele Rowan:

The feeling that you get from Straight from the Heart: Gender, Intimacy, and the Cultural Production of
Shojo Manga may be the more deep you rooting the information that hide in the words the more you get
interested in reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to be aware of but Straight from the Heart:
Gender, Intimacy, and the Cultural Production of Shojo Manga giving you thrill feeling of reading. The copy
writer conveys their point in selected way that can be understood by means of anyone who read that because
the author of this publication is well-known enough. This book also makes your own personal vocabulary
increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style
are available. We advise you for having this kind of Straight from the Heart: Gender, Intimacy, and the
Cultural Production of Shojo Manga instantly.

Ralph Overman:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind talent
or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book as compared to
can satisfy your short period of time to read it because all of this time you only find guide that need more
time to be go through. Straight from the Heart: Gender, Intimacy, and the Cultural Production of Shojo
Manga can be your answer mainly because it can be read by you who have those short time problems.

Mark Authement:

Beside this specific Straight from the Heart: Gender, Intimacy, and the Cultural Production of Shojo Manga
in your phone, it can give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or information. The information and
the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh from oven so don't become worry if you feel like an
previous people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have Straight from the Heart: Gender, Intimacy, and
the Cultural Production of Shojo Manga because this book offers for you readable information. Do you
sometimes have book but you do not get what it's all about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have
this with your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island.



Techniques you still want to miss this? Find this book as well as read it from currently!
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