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The name "Cossack" is to some a synonym for tsarist repression, to others a symbol of the romantic
freebooter, to everyone as familiar as "tsar" and "Russia". But for all their fame and infamy, the Cossacks
remain one of the least understood of the elements in the decline of the Russian Empire. In "Tsar and
Cossack, 1855-1914" Robert H. McNeal provides the first clear picture of the unique system that the last
three tsars and their War Ministry developed to enable this strange anachronism to survive into an age of
proletarian revolution. The system rested on a myth of a special relationship of tsar and Cossack - of
beneficent grants of land and other assets (even oil wells) by the monarch and in return the unwavering
loyalty of "the martial estate". The harsh reality, however, involved a system of highly bureaucratized control
of the civil life of the Cossacks by the War Ministry and costly military obligations imposed on a faltering
Cossack economy. This book is an important contribution to the debate on the decline of Imperial Russia.
The tsarist regime survived the Revolution of 1905-7 thanks in large measure to the availability of the
Cossacks, mobilized to the hilt. But the study also shows that even before this crisis the Cossack system was
in deep trouble. And with the Duma era, the revival of an alternative myth of the free and democratic
Cossack challenged the old order. Faced with Cossack demands for political and economic reforms, the
tsarist regime in its last few years was failing to sustain the anachronism of a separate and loyal warrior
caste.
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From reader reviews:

James Roberts:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the publication entitled Tsar and Cossack, 1855-1914. Try to the actual book Tsar and
Cossack, 1855-1914 as your buddy. It means that it can to get your friend when you feel alone and beside
that of course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes
you a lot more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , we should make new
experience and also knowledge with this book.

Hilary Rangel:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information presently can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a information or any news even a huge concern. What people must be consider while
those information which is inside the former life are challenging be find than now is taking seriously which
one is suitable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable
resource then you have it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen within you if you take Tsar and Cossack, 1855-1914 as your daily resource
information.

Quentin Taylor:

The e-book untitled Tsar and Cossack, 1855-1914 is the book that recommended to you to read. You can see
the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to you actually. The language that author use to
explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of research
when write the book, therefore the information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate. You
also could possibly get the e-book of Tsar and Cossack, 1855-1914 from the publisher to make you far more
enjoy free time.

Warren Bowers:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its deal with may doesn't work
here is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the outside
appear likes. Maybe you answer can be Tsar and Cossack, 1855-1914 why because the fantastic cover that
make you consider about the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is actually
fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.
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