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In Three American Poets, William C. Spengemann describes the very different sorts of poetry Whitman,
Dickinson, and Melville wrote, their comparable reasons for writing as they did, and the posthumous critical
effects of their having done so.

By linking these utterly singular poets and their work--verse connected by shared qualities of oddity,
complexity, and difficulty--Spengemann illuminates the poets' efforts to create verse equal to the demands of
a changing nineteenth century. All three responded to a widespread sense of loss--loss, above all, of
Christian understandings of the origins, nature, and purpose of human existence, both individual and
collective. All three, too, regarded poetry as the sole means of dealing with that loss and of comprehending
not only a changing world but the old world from which the new one had departed, and hence the
connections between the vanished, discredited past, the baffling present, and the as yet inscrutable future.

Spengemann suggests that the poetic eccentricities of Whitman, Melville, and Dickinson arose directly from
their use of poetry as a vehicle of thought; each devised a poetic language either to attempt to recover a lost
sense of assurance threatened by the collapse of traditional faith or to discover an altogether new ground of
knowledge and being. Spengemann guides us in parsing their respective poetics with masterful readings
closely attuned to diction, syntax, meter, and figure. His authoritative and empirical descriptions of the poets'
verse and their respective characteristic aesthetics afford us heightened access to the poems and the pleasures
peculiar to them, in the process making us better readers of poetry in general.
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From reader reviews:

Florence Nguyen:

Inside other case, little people like to read book Three American Poets: Walt Whitman, Emily Dickinson,
and Herman Melville. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. So long as we know about
how is important some sort of book Three American Poets: Walt Whitman, Emily Dickinson, and Herman
Melville. You can add understanding and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely
right, mainly because from book you can realize everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you
will be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we can easily
open a book or maybe searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel fed up
to go to the library. Let's examine.

Raul Miller:

The e-book with title Three American Poets: Walt Whitman, Emily Dickinson, and Herman Melville
includes a lot of information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This
book exist new know-how the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the
world today. That is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. That book will
bring you inside new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read
the idea anywhere you want.

Joseph Robison:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. That book Three American Poets: Walt Whitman, Emily Dickinson,
and Herman Melville was bright colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Three
American Poets: Walt Whitman, Emily Dickinson, and Herman Melville has many kinds or type. Start from
kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and think you are the character
on there. So , not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and chill out.
Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading that will.

Thomas Moss:

Book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen will need book to know the revise information of year to be able to year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the
world. From the book Three American Poets: Walt Whitman, Emily Dickinson, and Herman Melville we can
get more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To be creative person must want to read a book.
Merely choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life by this book
Three American Poets: Walt Whitman, Emily Dickinson, and Herman Melville. You can more pleasing than
now.
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