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This book will argue that, in the Sermon on the Mount, a very Jewish Jesus - a man true to the religio-
political views of his day - reaffirms a Jewish ethical form of non-violent resistance. The most important
evidence available is the Gospel of Matthew itself, Jewish ethical writings such as Pirkei Avot, other Mishna
writings, and writings on the lex talionis. The evidence points to an audience that would have perceived
Jesus as teaching non-violence in a context of resistance rather than completely passive submission. That this
is the most plausible interpretation is evident from a comparison of the Gospel account with the oral law. The
evidence will demonstrate how Jewish political ideologies regarding peace had opposed the Roman Empire
since the fall of the Hasmonean Dynasty and had fostered a climate of political discontent. This discontent
reflected the resolution of the Jewish people to overcome their oppression. However, some such as Bar
Kochba and Judas Maccabee fought for political liberation of the people, while others, as seen in the Dead
Sea Scrolls, capitulated and created eschatological stories to cope with an oppressive political regime. The
mitzvoth of the listeners reflect the ethical and political ideologies of those who listened to the Sermon.
Often commentaries depict Jesus as not being politically orientated -neither for nor against either Rome or
the Jewish temple leadership. In contrast, this dissertation argues that Jesus utilizes Jewish ethical and
intellectual thought to influence the political ideology of those who heard him speak. The overall finding of
this dissertation will be that the writer of Matthew depicts a Jesus who, in style, form, and content, builds on
a Jewish ethical foundation to promote non-violent assertion of equality and human dignity in the widely
known and oft-cited Sermon on the Mount
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From reader reviews:

Vickie Reed:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students because they are still students or the item for all people
in the world, the particular best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that query above. Every
person has distinct personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that
they don't desire do that. You must know how great and important the book Those Who Heard It First: The
Political Implications of the Sermon on the Mount to Jesus' Jewish Audience. All type of book are you able
to see on many sources. You can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Linda Howard:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try point that really opposite
from that. 1 activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you have
been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Those Who Heard It First: The Political
Implications of the Sermon on the Mount to Jesus' Jewish Audience, it is possible to enjoy both. It is great
combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout fellas.
What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Bertha Boone:

Reading a book being new life style in this year; every people loves to read a book. When you examine a
book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, simply
because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of
book that you have read. If you would like get information about your research, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and soon. The
Those Who Heard It First: The Political Implications of the Sermon on the Mount to Jesus' Jewish Audience
will give you new experience in looking at a book.

William Littlejohn:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information
quicker to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended for you is Those Who Heard It First: The Political Implications of the Sermon on the Mount to
Jesus' Jewish Audience this guide consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. This
specific book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer use
for explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some study when he makes this book. That's why
this book ideal all of you.
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