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The first months of the Obama administration have led to expectations, both in the United States and abroad,
that in the coming years America will increasingly promote the international rule of law—a position that
many believe is both ethically necessary and in the nation’s best interests.

With The Perils of Global Legalism, Eric A. Posner explains that such views demonstrate a dangerously
naive tendency toward legalism—an idealistic belief that law can be effective even in the absence of
legitimate institutions of governance. After tracing the historical roots of the concept, Posner carefully lays
out the many illusions—such as universalism, sovereign equality, and the possibility of disinterested
judgment by politically unaccountable officials—on which the legalistic view is founded. Drawing on such
examples as NATO’s invasion of Serbia, attempts to ban the use of land mines, and the free-trade provisions
of the WTO, Posner demonstrates throughout that the weaknesses of international law confound legalist
ambitions—and that whatever their professed commitments, all nations stand ready to dispense with
international agreements when it suits their short- or long-term interests.

Provocative and sure to be controversial, The Perils of Global Legalism will serve as a wake-up call for those
who view global legalism as a panacea—and a reminder that international relations in a brutal world allow
no room for illusions.
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From reader reviews:

Megan Fairbanks:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be change about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era that is certainly always change and make progress. Some of
you maybe will update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems
coming to you is you don't know which one you should start with. This The Perils of Global Legalism is our
recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and want in this
era.

Thomas Lemos:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
so. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a book you will get new information simply because book is one of a number of
ways to share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, studying a book will make a person more
imaginative. When you reading a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to definitely
imagine the story how the figures do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to others. When you
read this The Perils of Global Legalism, it is possible to tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours
publication. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a reserve.

Rhonda Rudder:

In this particular era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more important
than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you need to
do is just spending your time very little but quite enough to get a look at some books. Among the books in
the top list in your reading list is usually The Perils of Global Legalism. This book and that is qualified as
The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking way up and review
this e-book you can get many advantages.

Tanya Caggiano:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our information for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every
year has been exactly added. This book The Perils of Global Legalism was filled about science. Spend your
free time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some people has diverse feel when they
reading a book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can sense enjoy to read a guide. In the modern
era like now, many ways to get book you wanted.
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