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This study of the Employee Retirement Income Security Act of 1974 (ERISA) explains in detail how public
officials in the executive branch and Congress overcame strong opposition from business and organized
labor to pass landmark legislation regulating employer-sponsored retirement and health plans. Before
Congress passed ERISA, federal law gave employers and unions great discretion in the design and operation
of employee benefit plans. Most importantly, firms and unions could and often did establish pension plans
that placed employees at great risk for not receiving any retirement benefits. In the early 1960s, officials in
the executive branch proposed a number of regulatory initiatives to protect employees, but business groups
and most labor unions objected to the key proposals. Faced with opposition from powerful interest groups,
legislative entrepreneurs in Congress, chiefly New York Republican senator Jacob K. Javits, took the case
for pension reform directly to voters by publicizing frightening statistics and "horror stories" about pension
plans. This deft and successful effort to mobilize the media and public opinion overwhelmed the business
community and organized labor and persuaded Javits's colleagues in Congress to support comprehensive
pension reform legislation. The enactment of ERISA in September 1974 recast federal policy for private
pension plans by making worker security an overriding objective of federal law.
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From reader reviews:

Steven Holt:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't judge book by its cover may doesn't work
at this point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside
search likes. Maybe you answer might be The Employee Retirement Income Security Act of 1974: A
Political History (California/Milbank Books on Health and the Public) why because the fantastic cover that
make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is usually
fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly make suggestions to pick up
this book.

Jamie Treat:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your short time to read it because all this time you only find guide that need more
time to be learn. The Employee Retirement Income Security Act of 1974: A Political History
(California/Milbank Books on Health and the Public) can be your answer as it can be read by you who have
those short extra time problems.

Jamie Durbin:

Is it you actually who having spare time after that spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Employee Retirement Income
Security Act of 1974: A Political History (California/Milbank Books on Health and the Public) can be the
solution, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your extra time
by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?

John Parish:

Guide is one of source of understanding. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen have to have book to know the revise information of year in order to year. As
we know those books have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to
around the world. Through the book The Employee Retirement Income Security Act of 1974: A Political
History (California/Milbank Books on Health and the Public) we can consider more advantage. Don't you to
be creative people? For being creative person must want to read a book. Simply choose the best book that
acceptable with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life at this book The Employee Retirement
Income Security Act of 1974: A Political History (California/Milbank Books on Health and the Public). You
can more attractive than now.
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