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Scholars have long been divided on the question of whether the Amazons of Greek legend actually existed.
Notably, Soviet archaeologists' discoveries of the bodies of women warriors in the 1980s appeared to directly
contradict western classicists' denial of the veracity of the Amazon myth, and there have been few
concessions between the two schools of thought since.

Postcolonial Amazons offers a ground-breaking re-evaluation of the place of martial women in the ancient
world, bridging the gap between myth and historical reality and expanding our conception of the Amazon
archetype. By shifting the center of debate to the periphery of the region known to the Greeks, the startling
conclusion emerges that the ancient Athenian conception of women as weak and fearful was not at all typical
of the world of that time, even within Greece. Surrounding the Athenians were numerous peoples who held
that women could be courageous, able, clever, and daring, suggesting that although Greek stories of
Amazons may be exaggerations, they were based upon a real historical understanding of women who fought.

While re-examining the sources of the Amazon myth, this compelling volume also resituates the Amazons in
the broader context from which they have been extracted, illustrating that although they were the
quintessential example of female masculinity in ancient Greek thought, they were not the only instance of
this phenomenon: masculine women were masqueraded on the Greek stage, described in the Hippocratic
corpus, took part in the struggle to control Alexander the Great's empire after his death, and served as
bodyguards in ancient India. Against the backdrop of the ongoing debates surrounding gender norms and
fluidity, Postcolonial Amazons breaks new ground as an ancient history of female masculinity and
demonstrates that these ideas have a much longer and more durable heritage than we may have supposed.
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From reader reviews:

Otto Tejeda:

This Postcolonial Amazons: Female Masculinity and Courage in Ancient Greek and Sanskrit Literature is
great publication for you because the content and that is full of information for you who all always deal with
world and have to make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it details accurately using great
manage word or we can say no rambling sentences included. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can
have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but tough core
information with lovely delivering sentences. Having Postcolonial Amazons: Female Masculinity and
Courage in Ancient Greek and Sanskrit Literature in your hand like having the world in your arm, facts in it
is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no e-book that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen minute
right but this book already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt
that will?

Troy Cochran:

Reading a book to be new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to read a book. When you learn
a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, since
book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that
you have read. If you need to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you
act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, along with
soon. The Postcolonial Amazons: Female Masculinity and Courage in Ancient Greek and Sanskrit Literature
will give you new experience in looking at a book.

Douglas Johnson:

In this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more special than
other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you should do is
just spending your time almost no but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of the books in the
top checklist in your reading list is Postcolonial Amazons: Female Masculinity and Courage in Ancient
Greek and Sanskrit Literature. This book which is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in
growing to be precious person. By looking way up and review this e-book you can get many advantages.

Jesse Williams:

You can find this Postcolonial Amazons: Female Masculinity and Courage in Ancient Greek and Sanskrit
Literature by visit the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve
problem if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only simply by
written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era similar to now,
you just looking because of your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your
ways to get more information about your book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your



knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose right ways for you.
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