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"In this thoughtful book, Ken Woodward offers us a memorable portrait of the past seven decades of
American life and culture. From Reinhold Niebuhr to Billy Graham, from Abraham Heschel to the Dali
Lama, from George W. Bush to Hillary Clinton, Woodward captures the personalities and charts the
philosophical trends that have shaped the way we live now." –Jon Meacham, author of Destiny and Power

Impeccably researched, thought-challenging and leavened by wit, Getting Religion, the highly-anticipated
new book from Kenneth L. Woodward, is ideal perfect for readers looking to understand how religion came
to be a contentious element in 21st century public life.
 
Here the award-winning author blends memoir (especially of the postwar era) with copious reporting and
shrewd historical analysis to tell the story of how American religion, culture and politics influenced each
other in the second half of the 20th century. There are few people writing today who could tell this important
story with such authority and insight. A scholar as well as one of the nation’s most respected journalists,
Woodward served as Newsweek’s religion editor for nearly forty years, reporting from five continents and
contributing over 700 articles, including nearly 100 cover stories, on a wide range of social issues, ideas and
movements.
 
Beginning with a bold reassessment of the Fifties, Woodward’s narrative weaves through Civil Rights era
and the movements that followed in its wake: the anti-Vietnam movement; Liberation theology in Latin
America; the rise of Evangelicalism and decline of mainline Protestantism; women’s liberation and Bible;
the turn to Asian spirituality; the transformation of the family and emergence of religious cults; and the
embrace of righteous politics by both the Republican and Democratic Parties.
 
Along the way, Woodward provides riveting portraits of many of the era’s major figures: preachers like Billy
Graham and Jerry Falwell; politicians Mario Cuomo and Hillary Clinton; movement leaders Daniel Berrigan,
Abraham Joshua Heschel, and Richard John Neuhaus; influential thinkers ranging from Erik Erikson to
Elizabeth Kubler-Ross; feminist theologians Rosemary Reuther and Elizabeth Schussler-Fiorenza; and est
impresario Werner Erhardt; plus the author’s long time friend, the Dalai Lama.
 
For readers interested in how religion, economics, family life and politics influence each other, Woodward
introduces fresh a fresh vocabulary of terms such as “embedded religion,” “movement religion” and
“entrepreneurial religion” to illuminate the interweaving of the secular and sacred in American public life.
 
This is one of those rare books that changes the way Americans think about belief, behavior and belonging.

– Christianity Today, 2017 Book Awards - Award of Merit
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From reader reviews:

Mary Ehlers:

This Getting Religion: Faith, Culture, and Politics from the Age of Eisenhower to the Era of Obama tend to
be reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The explanation of this Getting Religion:
Faith, Culture, and Politics from the Age of Eisenhower to the Era of Obama can be one of several great
books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple studying food but feed an individual with
information that possibly will shock your previous knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring
it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed people. Beside that
this Getting Religion: Faith, Culture, and Politics from the Age of Eisenhower to the Era of Obama giving
you an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we know it
useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Robyn Pugh:

This book untitled Getting Religion: Faith, Culture, and Politics from the Age of Eisenhower to the Era of
Obama to be one of several books in which best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read
this guide you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy that book in the book retail outlet or you
can order it by means of online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read
this book, because you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason to you to past this e-
book from your list.

Zachary Foushee:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them loved ones or
their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, as well as playing
video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read some
sort of book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent the entire
day to reading a reserve. The book Getting Religion: Faith, Culture, and Politics from the Age of Eisenhower
to the Era of Obama it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book.
These people were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to create this book you can
buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not
too costly but this book offers high quality.

Nora Emerson:

Getting Religion: Faith, Culture, and Politics from the Age of Eisenhower to the Era of Obama can be one of
your beginning books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this publication
has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining
however delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to place every word into enjoyment
arrangement in writing Getting Religion: Faith, Culture, and Politics from the Age of Eisenhower to the Era



of Obama nevertheless doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm
resource data that maybe you can be among it. This great information can easily drawn you into new stage of
crucial considering.
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